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Feral Hog
Feral – escaped 
domestic species 
surviving in wild

Family Suidae

Sus scrofa
Includes Eurasian 

(Russian) boar, feral 
swine and hybrids

Non-native

European/Asian species



History (U.S.)

1539 – Hernando de Soto brought pigs to 
Atlantic Coast of Florida

1890 – Austin Corbin brought Russian 
boars into New Hampshire



History (Texas)

Late 1600s - 1700s Spanish missionaries 
brought in pigs.

1830s – Colonists abandoned homes 
during war with Mexico.

1920s – 1930s Depression forced farmers 
to leave their land for jobs in cities.



History (Wild boar in TX)

1930s –

Released/escaped in 

Aransas Co.

1939 – Released in 

Calhoun Co.

1940 – Bexar Co. 

released on ranch 

and floods destroyed 

fences.



Size

Smaller and leaner 

than domestics 

Males

Average 180 lbs

Can be up to 400 lbs 

plus

Females

Average 150 lbs



Biology

No eye shine

http://www.insidesocal.com/sgvcrime/coyote.jpg

http://www.escondidoranch.com/blog/uploaded_images/Hog-Group-760263.jpg



Biology (cont.)

Have 4 continually growing incisors (tusks)



Biology (cont.)

Boars have shield on 

shoulder that is 

made of thickened 

skin and tissue.

Serves as protection



Life Span

Typically between 4 

and 8 years

Depends on hunting 

pressure mainly

No natural predators



Biology

Generalist 

Omnivores – switch 

diet as food 

availability changes.

Lack sweat glands –

wallow, more active 

nocturnally



Competition

Compete with 

native wildlife 

and livestock 

for available 

resources



Behavior

Diurnal in cool months

Crepuscular to nocturnal in warm months



Feral Hog Numbers

79% of the state is suitable 

habitiat, total 134 million 

acres

Density is 1.33-2.45 

hogs/square mile

Estimated at 2.6 million in 

Texas.

Source: Lopez and Higginbotham 2011
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Feral Hog Population Harvest Model



Reproduction

Avg. 1-2 litters/yr

Avg. 4-6 young/litter

http://www.wildlifemanagementpro.com/2008/05/27/texas-wild-hog-rules-aim-to-help-producers-and-hunters/



Social Structure

Females and 

younger animals are 

in groups called 

sounders

Older boars typically 

solitary

http://arbucklehoghunts.files.wordpress.com/2008/10/pigs1-1191.jpg



Tracks



Scat



Damage



Wallows



Rubs



Fences



Control Options



Trapping

Trap location should be where trails converge 

and be upwind of travel route.



Trapping

Always pre-bait

Bait types: 

Soured corn

Strawberry gelatin 

mix

Livestock cubes

Carrion

Many others



Trapping

Box trap



Corral Trap Designs



Trapping - Gates



Gate Modifications



Gate Modifications



Traditional Hunting



Dog Hunting



Aerial Gunning



Snaring
1/8 or 3/32 inch cable

42 inches long or longer

locks made with angle 
iron or heavy duty 
washers

Caution – Snares will 

also catch 

non-target species



Exclusion Fencing



Plum Creek Accomplishments



Contacts

39 presentations
4,652 attendees

69 site visits

4,922 contacts

3,350 contact hours



Feral Hog Management Workshops

• Since 2007: 1204 registered attendees

• Covered feral hog biology, behavior, laws, regulations, and 
management strategies

 

 

 



Reporting Website
329 reported by 
landowners

372 aerial control 2010

Total 718 removed from 

watershed



Media
15 with AgriLife 
Communications

2 with TSSWCB

2 Texas Farm 

Bureau radio 
interviews 



Blogs

Over 31 blogs



YouTube

10 videos viewed over 156,000 times



Future Feral Hog Education Program



Hogs and Bacteria



Scope of Work

2 new extension publications

2 new extension web-videos on YouTube

Landowner site visits

6 – 4 hour workshops annually

6 – 1 hour workshops annually



Fact Sheets

• http://pcwp.tamu.edu/FeralHogs/

• 15 available 

• 7 available in Spanish

• Over 10,000 handed out

• Over 30,000 downloaded from:

• Scribd

• AgriLife bookstore

• Plum Creek Website



Feral Hogs Community of Practice
http://www.extension.org/feral_hogs

National collaboration between professionals

Articles, FAQs, Ask an Expert

Webinars 



Available resources
http://pcwp.tamu.edu/FeralHogs/

Publication links

Landowner and general public 
reports

Internet presentations with voice-
overs

Site visits for landowners

YouTube videos -
http://www.youtube.com/user/wfscextension







Project Funding

• Provided through a Clean Water Act 
319(h) nonpoint source grant from the 

Texas State Soil and Water Conservation 
Board and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency



Questions?

Jared Timmons

Extension Associate

(254) 485-4886

jbtimmons@ag.tamu.edu 


