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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember when we would play in the rain as children?Remember when we were disappointed when it rained and our plans were changed?Remember when it rained how fresh everything looked?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tonight let’s review a few points to determine if you want to harvest rainwater.



 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In my training as a Master Gardener and Water Harvesting Specialist, I have been trained to know when to go to get all of the charts and graphs I need to making any presentation.I can show you how weather affects the potential rainfallI can show you how water is created and distributed.I can show you anything you want to lean thru the Internet resources.
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What is Important NOW? 

1.Where are we now? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is our current status as a community? Does the community meet our need?



What is Important NOW? 
1.Where are we now? 
The eight-county region that 
includes Bexar, Atascosa, Bandera, 
Comal, Guadalupe, Kendall, Medina 
and Wilson counties grew to 2.1 
million people from 2000 to 2010. 
 
Guadalupe County grew 40% during 
that time period. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most of this growth was in the western part of the county.



What is Important NOW? 
1.Where are we now? 
2.Resources Available! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What do we have available to us today?



What is Important NOW? 
1. Where are we now? 

2.Resources Available! 
 Can We make  
 electricity to meet 
 our needs? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
No comments here



What is Important NOW? 
1. Where are we now? 

2.Resources Available! 
 Can We make electricity to meet 
 our  needs? 

 Can we build an 
 infrastructure to meet 
 our needs? 
   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
No comments here



What is Important NOW? 
1. Where are we now? 

2. Resources Available! 
 Can We make electricity to meet  our 
 needs? 

 Can we build an infrastructure to 
 meet  our needs? 

 Can we make more 
 water? 
  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are learning how to MAKE usable water but the progress is slow and very EXPENSIVE.



What is Important NOW? 
1. Where are we now? 
2. Resources Available! 

3. What can we do now?
  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Conserve our using the water at our household.Less washing the car in the drivewayHave your in-ground sprinklers checked Check your faucets and bathrooms checked for running water or leaksCheck outside faucets  & hoses for leaksObserve the water restriction of our water companiesWho is on Stage 3? Who is on Stage 4?



What is Important NOW? 
1. Where are we now? 
2. Resources Available! 

3. What can we do now? 
 Plan on how to use the 
 water  we are getting 
 free .  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How do we collect rainwater:Water barrelsWater GardensWater Storage TanksLandscaping techniques



Create a berm in the slope of your 
yard. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use landscaping techniques such as bermsUse of compost to hold the water in the soilUse of mulch to keep the ground water from evaporating or running off the property into the street.



Create a water garden in the low areas 
of your yard 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Your plant root systems help keep the soil from washing away.These type of plants will not need the normal amount of water for them to live.



Why do I want to collect rain water? 

For every one inch of a rain event you can collect 
.6 gallons of water for each 1 square foot of 
surface. 

On one side of my house, the roof size is 30 feet 
by 40 feet or 1200 square feet. 
 
With a 1 inch rain event, I collect 720 gallons of 
water which I divert to a water garden. This helps 
water 4 trees in my landscape near my home. 



Use low water usage plants for your 
landscape 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Using low water use plants in your landscape allows you to have a yard that is not full of dead or dying plantsWhen used with mulch several types of landscaping styles can be achieved.



Be creative in capturing free water 



Used for large scale water collection 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Large systems will be expensive but the water available at little or no cost will be worth it. They can be built to even accommodate your household needs.



Smaller home scale water collection 



Cheapest was to start in collecting rain 
water 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I have 7 barrels, one for each of my sheds.We use the water collected about 3 days later thru a soaker hose application.



Thank You 

Any Questions? 



Dave Elder 
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